
Postseason begins this week
GSL gymnasts, wrestlers enter sectionals
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Model trains are
Glencoe man’s
hobby
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Weather Chronicle News and 
Advertising Deadlines

All news is due by 5 p.m., Monday, and all adver-
tising is due by noon, Monday. News received after
that deadline will be published as space allows.

Looking back: Who want
more snow? It certainly beats
the polar vortex. A mix of mild
and cold temps. is on the way.
Date Hi Lo             S/R
Feb. 5        7.......-4......... 3.00” S
Feb. 6        18.......6.... .1” S/Tr R

Feb. 7          12......-9....4.00” S
Feb.  8         -2.....-17.......0.00”
Feb.  9          7.....-18.......0.00”
Feb.  10      14........3... 4.00” S
Feb.  11      22......10..... .10” S          
Temperatures and precipitation
compiled by Robert Thurn,
Chronicle weather observer. 

Wed.,  2-13
H:  19°, L: 15°

Thur., 2-14
H:  19°, L:  -5°

Fri., 2-15
H:  7, L: -5°

Sat., 16
H: 15, L: 6°

Sun., 2-17
H:  17°, L: 2°

Shopko adds
Glencoe, Hutch to
stores it will close
Store’s closing will
eliminate 19 full-, part-
time jobs here
By John Mueller
Editor

About a month after it announced
it would close 105 stores as part of
Chapter 11 bankruptcy reorganiza-
tion, Shopko has added another 139
stores it will be closing.

Unlike the announcement in Janu-

ary, the sting from the latest round of
closures will be felt locally.

Shopko’s latest round of closures
announced Wednesday, Feb. 6, in-
cludes its Shopko Hometown stores
in Glencoe and Hutchinson. They
will both be closing May 5. The
company began liquidating invento-
ry Friday, Feb. 8. The company had
already announced the pharmacy in

Chronicle photo by John Mueller
Shopko’s Hometown store in Glencoe is now scheduled to close May 5.
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Roses, roses
Tammy Dvorak, owner of the French Bucket Floral on North Hennepin Avenue in downtown Glen-
coe, used some of the 2,000 roses that arrived at the store this week in an arrangement Monday
morning. Dvorak estimates  just over 20 percent of the roses she and her staff will sell this year will
go out the door for Valentine’s Day arrangements.

Making up for lost
days, GSL School
Board adjusts calendar
More digital/other days
could be added; 2021-
2022 calendar OK’d
By John Mueller
Editor

Having already lost five school
days to inclement weather this win-
ter, the Glencoe-Silver Lake School
Board took steps Monday, Feb. 11,
to try and prevent the school year
from extending into June.

The school district lost Jan. 28-29
to inclement weather. It held digital
days where students connected with
teachers online for learning at home.
The district lost Jan. 30 to foul
weather. The lost date will be made
up May 30, according to a plan di-
rectors formally OK’d Monday
night.

Harsh winter weather forced the
closure of school Feb. 7 and 8. The

approved plan to make up the days
April 18 and 22, reducing spring
break to a single day, April 19. Su-
perintendent Chris Sonju told the
board the proposal was supported by
many, but not all, members of the
district’s staff.

The board also OK’d a provision
that if two more days are lost to in-
clement weather and replaced with
digital learning days, the district
would need a plan for union mem-
bers and hourly-wage staff to make
up the missed time.

Elementary school principal Bill
Butler and junior-senior high princi-
pal Matt Foss said student and staff
participation in the first two digital
days was generally solid. Adminis-
trators acknowledged the need for
better communication with staff and

Chronicle photo by Jakob Kounkel
Clarence Mikolichek recently completed the assembly of a 42,000-piece puzzle at his home in Silver
Lake. The puzzle covers much of the floor space in his house’s living room and kitchen. Mikolichek
completed a 32,000-piece puzzle in 2015, an effort he thought might be his last puzzle project.

Silver Lake man’s
fascination with
assembly is no puzzle
By Jakob Kounkel
Staff Writer

“I thought the last one was going
to be it. I wasn’t going to make any
more big ones,” Clarence
Mikolichek said, looking over a 5-
foot wide, 24-foot long, 42,000-
piece puzzle he’d just completed.

The puzzle he started in October

was assembled after the big puzzle
he completed in 2015 -- a puzzle
Mikolichek vowed would be his last
puzzle project. 

It takes a combined effort:
Mikolichek, Silver Lake, expended

Glencoe, McLeod
County mulling new
prosecution deal
By John Mueller
Editor

If the numbers work out, McLeod
County Attorney Michael Junge’s
office could begin prosecuting city
criminal cases.

Currently, City Attorney Amber
Donley prosecutes misdemeanor and
gross-misdemeanor cases. Junge’s
office handles the felony cases. But

last month, Donley submitted her
resignation from Gavin, Donley,
Ostlund Ltd., Glencoe’s longtime
legal counsel. Mark Ostlund is also
leaving the firm but will continue
working with the city on its civil
matters as an individual appointed as
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As part of its study of high-
ways 212 and 22 through
Glencoe and the area, the
Minnesota Department of
Transportation is hosting a
public input meeting Satur-
day, Feb. 16 for community
members to offer feedback as
a part of its report.

The family-friendly event
runs from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at
Glencoe City Center. Com-
munity members are wel-
come to stop by anytime be-
tween 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. to
give feedback on intersec-
tions along Highway 212 and
Highway 22 while enjoying
complimentary food, carnival
games and activities.

The goals of the study are
to improve the safety of inter-
sections along highways 212
and 22 for vehicles, pedestri-
ans and bicyclists, develop a
plan outlining appropriate ac-

cess along highways, and
study the current route of
Highway 22 through Glen-
coe. MnDOT has committed
to work with the community
to ensure the community’s
concerns and aspirations are
directly reflected in the alter-
natives developed as part of
the Glencoe transportation
study and to provide feed-
back on how the community
influenced recommendations
and decisions.

MnDOT hosting input
meeting on Hwys. 212,
22 through area

Can’t attend?
Take a survey

Community members
unable to attend the Feb.
16 meeting may offer
feedback through a survey
at https://www.surveymon-
key.com/r/glencoe212-22
online.

Happenings

Annual Plato fish fry
The Plato Fire Relief Association is sponsoring the

67th annual fish fry Friday, Feb. 15, at Plato Community
Hall. The event begins at 3 p.m.

The menu includes fish, potato salad, potato chips,
baked beans, bread, pickles, bars, coffee, and milk. Take-
out orders are available at the fire station.

There is a cost for the meal.

Lions bar bingo, meat raffles
The Glencoe Lions Club is sponsoring bar bingo at

Glencoe Country Club Saturday, Feb. 16, at noon.
Everyone age 18 and over is welcome to play for cash

prizes. The progressive game 16 pay-out amount is $899
if you have bingo within 56 called numbers.

Meat raffles will be held also. The proceeds from the
bar bingo and meat raffles will support Minnesota Canine
Search, Rescue and Tracking organization headquartered
in Silver Lake.

GSL trap, skeet team benefit
A pork chop feed benefitting the Glencoe-Silver Lake

High School trap and skeet team is set for Feb. 17, noon
to 3 p.m., at the Shady Lane Sportsmen’s Club.

The event includes a meal (smoked pork chop, beans,
dinner roll, milk/coffee) and soda pop or water fror sale.
There will also be door prizes and silent auction items.

Tickets are available from a team member or can be
purchased at the door. The club is at 17565 461st Ave.

Legion Auxiliary meeting
The Glencoe American Legion Auxiliary Post 95 will

meet Monday, Feb. 18, 6:30 p.m., at the Glencoe fire
hall.

The fire hall is at 509 10th St. E.

Stewart Legion, Auxiliary
The Stewart American Legion and Auxiliary will meet

Feb. 18, 7 p.m., at the Stewart Community Center.
Marjorie Ehlert and Shirley Kirchoff will speak on

Americanism. The auxiliary will choose a participant for
Girls State.

Lori Vinkemeier and Karen Maiers will be the host-
esses.

Glencoe Study Club meeting
This month’s meeting of the Glencoe Study Club will

be Monday, Feb. 18, 7 p.m., at Shari Johnson’s home at
330 Interwood Drive.

Becky Olmstead, R.N., will present information on,
“Your Heart: What every woman should know.”

Rural Women Conference
United Way of McLeod County is hosting a first-time

event, “Rural Women Conference: Stronger Together”
Tuesday, Feb. 26, 5 to 8 p.m., at Glencoe City Center.

The evening will connect women living in rural Min-
nesota through conversation, food, and keynote speaker,
Ted Matthews, focusing on how to improve communica-
tion to improve relationships. Matthews was recently
named Ag Business Person of the Year by the Hutchinson
Chamber of Commerce.

There is a fee to attend the conference.

Glencoe seniors’ meetings
The Glencoe Senior Citizens meet Tuesdays and

Thursdays at 12:30 p.m. in the seniors’ room at the Glen-
coe City Center. Sheephead is played on Tuesdays, and
both sheephead and 500 are played on Thursdays. All
seniors over 55 are invited.

For more information, call 320-510-1551 and leave a
message.

To be included in this column, items for Happenings
must be received in the Chronicle office no later than
5 p.m. on Monday of the week they are to be pub-
lished. Items received after that will be published else-
where in the newspaper as space permits. Happenings
in Glencoe, Brownton, Stewart, Plato, New Auburn,
Biscay and Silver Lake take priority over happenings
elsewhere.
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Special delivery
After sledding down the hill with her mom, Brenda Serna, 4-year-old Alexa Serna
got a ride back up the sledding hill at the park on North Greeley Avenue Sunday
afternoon.

GSL Concert
Band to share
stage with
Bethany
Lutheran
College Band
Feb. 25

The Glencoe-Silver Lake
Concert Band will present a
joint concert with the concert
band from Bethany Lutheran
College of Mankato Monday,
Feb. 25, 7:30 p.m., in the
high school auditorium.

The GSL Concert Band
will perform its large group
contest selections, including
the United States premier of
the pasa doble “Manolito” by
Italian composer Francesco
Speranza, and the wind band
classic, “Africa: Ceremony,
Song, and Ritual” by Robert
W. Smith.  This will be fol-
lowed by performances by
the Bethany Band and some
combined selections with
both bands.

With a core group of veter-
ans leading less-experienced
teammates, the Glencoe-Sil-
ver Lake speech team is off to
a solid start after competing
Saturday in Jordan.

GSL finished sixth in a 12-
team field. Seven of the
team’s speakers competed for
the first time. After selecting
the events its members want-
ed to enter, the team has been
practicing since December.

“They are even more deter-
mined to do well at the next
meet. I was pleased overall
with the results,” said Wanda
Collins, the team’s advisor.

The team’s seniors (and
their events) are Lily Kirchoff
(prose), Dini Schweikert (in-
formative), and Paige Acker-
son (undecided). The juniors
include Zoe Christensen (cre-
ative), Aubrey Giesen (dis-
cussion or extemporaneous
speaking), Spencer Lepel
(prose, drama, or humorous),
Alexis Sanchez (storytelling).
The speech team’s sopho-
mores include Leah Bettcher
(storytelling and extempora-
neous reading prose), Kaitlyn
Doolittle (great speeches),
Kayla DeYonge (creative),

Lilly Nikkel (informative),
Bryanna Paul (poetry), and
Elise Petersen (serious
drama). Ninth-graders on the
speech team include Lilly
Kirchoff (original oratory),
Anthony LaPlante (prose,
drama, or humorous), Natalia

Orocio (undecided) with
eighth-grader Kendra Klobe
(creative).

At Jordan, Bettcher took
first in extemporaneous read-
ing. GSL’s LaPlante finished
third in extemporaneous read-
ing and Doolittle took fourth

in serious drama.
Kirchoff finished fourth in

storytelling and Nikkel fin-
ished fifth in informative
speaking. Kirchoff finished
sixth in storytelling. Elias fin-
ished seventh in original ora-
tory.

GSL speech team off to solid start at Jordan

Chronicle photo by John Mueller
Members of the GSL speech team include (front row, from left) Leah Bettcher,
Bryanna Paul, and Kaitlyn Doolittle, (second row, from left) Anthony LaPlante,
coach Wanda Collins, Ava Elias, Maren Warner, Lilly Nikkel, Lily Kirchoff, Kendra
Klobe, Rachel Trebesch, Esther Roskamp (third row, from left) Tiara Grafton, Riley
Spears, Ashton LaPlante, Rachel Anderson, and Sydney D'Amour.

GSL Knowledge Bowl team takes second in WCC
GSL Knowledge Bowlers

went to Litchfield Saturday to
defend their Wright County
Conference Academic Chal-
lenge Championship, a com-
petition run like a Knowledge
Bowl but intended to accom-
modate the various formats of
academic contests, like as
Quiz Bowl and Knowledge
Bowl.

GSL was one of eight
schools fielding 19 teams.
The field included teams
from Annandale, GSL, Holy
Family, Hutchinson, Litch-
field, New London-Spicer,
Waconia, and Watertown-
Mayer.

GSL Black started out in
first place with a written
round of 38. In oral round
one, the three teams in the
first room - GSL, Annandale,
and Watertown-Mayer – were
in a three-way tie at 11-11-11.
In round two, Annandale
started to pull ahead, 13-10-3
(Annandale–GSL–WM). This
continued in rounds three and
four, with Annandale building
on its lead, 13-8-8, and 14-8-
8.

At the end Annandale won
the conference championship

with a 92. GSL earned second
place with 81.

The GSL team members
were Brett Baumgarten, Jared
Lokensgard, Haley Lukes,
Jacob Reichow, and Paul
Sievert. Holy Family finished
third with 80 points, while
Hutchinson ended in fourth
place with 78.

GSL’s Silver and Purple
teams competed in rooms two
and three for the whole meet.
While only one team from
each school can place in this
format, up to three varsity

teams are allowed to com-
pete. GSL Silver earned sixth
place with 70 points (Carlee
Oberlin, Charles Urban, Kalie
Butcher, Allie Gronlund, and
Eli Kuehn). GSL Purple fin-
ished seventh with 68½
(Megan Fehrenbach, Nathan

Fehrenbach, Abby Gronlund,

Kobe Boozikee, Nathan
Warner). 

The subregion competition
is Friday, Feb. 22.
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ANNUAL FAMILY STYLE
TURKEY SUPPER

Zion United 
Methodist Church

306 2nd St. NW, Buffalo Lake

Advanced Tickets available at:
CenBank, Main Street Market & 

Buffalo Lake Insurance in Buffalo Lake;
NewsMirror &  Hector UMC in Hector

& Zion UMC Members.

Adults $10.00
5-11 yr. olds $5.00
Preschool FREE

Wednesday, Feb. 27, 2019

Eat-in & Take-Outs
serving from 4:30–7:30 pm

F7,8Cc

Compeer Financial, ACA is an Equal Credit Opportunity Lender 
and Equal Opportunity Provider. ©2017 All rights reserved.

COMPEER.COM/HOME
#CHAMPIONRURAL

Join us for a
HOME CONSTRUCTION 
WORKSHOP
What to know before starting construction

Join us for this FREE workshop where a Compeer Financial™ 
Home Mortgage Specialist will answer your questions on building or 
remodeling your dream home.

Learn about Property and Home Considerations, Working With Your Lending Partner, 
What Can You Afford, Construction to Permanent Financing and more.

RSVP by visiting Compeer.com/Home-Construction 
or by calling (844) 426-6733
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Stewart • 320-562-2609
Cactus Jack’s II

EVERY SUNDAY 
MEAT RAFFLE - 2 p.m.

BINGO - 3 p.m.

F7Ct

Thursday, Feb. 14 th

Valentine’s Day Supper Special
Steak & Lobster 
Serving 5-8 p.m.

FISH FRY 
EVERY FRIDAY 

$11.95 • March 8th - April 19th

5 P.M. UNTIL GONE

Bring your sweetheart in for a

Valentine’s Day Special
Thurs., Feb. 14

Serving 4-9 p.m.  Featuring 

Crab Legs - Filet Mignon
- or Chicken Cordon Blue
includes a trip to the salad bar, choice of potato 

& a piece of raspberry tuxedo cake.

F
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HOWARD LAKE AMERCIAN LEGION
616 7th Ave., Howard Lake

Legion Post 145 • 320-543-2554

No Reservations Needed! Just Come on in 

First 60 women after 4 p.m. receive a 

Free Carnation 
with meal order!

Regular menu also available.
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Nurturing Spiritual & Academic Growth:
Be Part of our Christ-Centered Family

F6-7CAt

Tuesday,

Feb. 19
6:30 p.m.

Attendees receive a free T-shirt.
Discount for Early 

Registration.

and Kindergarten 
Round-Up 

& Registration
Open House

For All
Grades
PS-8th

Come and Go

Preschool Open House

925 13th St. E., 

Glencoe

320-864-3317
We now have all day every day preschool 

for 4 year olds as well as half and 
full day options for 3 and 4 year olds.

Before and after school care available for kids ages 5 and up
To learn more about our school, please call (320) 864-3317 

or visit our web site at www.firstglencoe.org.

Puzzle Continued from page 1

Shopko Continued from page 1

the Glencoe store would be
closing at a to-be-determined
date. Shopko was auctioning
off equipment and looking for
another company to purchase
prescription records.

As it looks for a suitor to
purchase the stores it is clos-
ing, Shopko’s decision on the
latest round of closures was
based on retaining the best
performing stores and reduc-
ing the size and expense load
of the company.

“Through our conversations
with the potential buyers, it
has become clear that it is in
our best interest to operate
with a significantly smaller
store footprint,” said Michelle
Hansen, Shopko’s public rela-
tions manager.

Store managers were in-
formed of the latest round of
closures via a conference call,
said Tim Utsch, manager of

Glencoe’s Hometown Shopko.
After feeling relief in January
the store would remain open,
he said staff is disappointed
over the company’s corporate-
level decision.

“I’m not going to lie. We’re
all feeling pretty rough. It
hurts to lose a job,” he said.

The Glencoe Shopko was
initially among the stores the
company would leave open,
according to a Jan. 15 an-
nouncement. The store em-
ploys 19 full- and part-time
staff. 

Dan Ehrke, Glencoe’s assis-
tant city administrator, said
the city is committed to secur-
ing a viable future for the
property. It will be assisting
Shopko in its marketing ef-
forts for finding a prospective
business.

“The building is in good
condition and its location is

ideal, with access to U.S.
Highway 212, which we be-
lieve will make it attractive
for development opportuni-
ties,” Ehrke said. “It’s unfor-
tunate when any business
closes, particularly when one
closes three locations (Glen-
coe, Hutchinson, Cokato) in
the immediate region. It’s a
loss of jobs and a recogniza-
ble business that provides
goods and services for our
residents.”

Based in Green Bay, Wis.,
Shopko entered bankruptcy
reorganization with about 370
stores. The first round of
stores reduced it to about 265
stores. The latest round of an-
nounced closures would trim
the company to around 126
stores plus 61 freestanding op-
tical centers.

Calendar Continued from page 1

students regarding the imple-
mentation of digital days.

“There’s certainly tweaking
that needs to happen,” Foss
said. “For the first time out of
the gate, I think it was suc-
cessful.”

Director Jamie Alsleben, the
school board’s chairman,
raised a concern for students
who don’t have Internet ac-
cess at home. Sonju said the
district would look for a way
to help those students main-
tain their place with other stu-
dents.

Director Donna VonBerge
said some online learning is
better than a day away from
instruction.

“Even a little bit of instruc-
tion via the computer is better
than nothing,” she said. 

Director Jason Lindeman
moved to approve the two ad-
ditional digital days. “Hope-
fully we don’t have to use

‘em,” he said.
Sonju said the proposal was

intended to keep the school
year from extending into June.
Additional lost days could
render that goal unattainable.
Board members were con-
cerned about the quality of in-
struction should the year ex-
tend beyond June 1.

“In my own house, Memori-
al Day kind of symbolizes the
end of the school year,” Direc-
tor Alicia Luckhardt said.
“The kids are ready to check
out.”

The goal of completing the
school year before June 1 lim-
ited the board’s options. The
district is contractually bound
to 172 student-contact days
and 184 teacher workdays.

“Unfortunately, we’ve had
five days of missed school and
a number of late starts,” he
said.

The proposal the board

unanimously OK’d calls for
the end of the second trimester
moved back a week to March
8. School will be in session
March 4 and March 11 will be
a teacher workshop day. If
there are additional school
closures, Sonju’s proposal
calls for two additional digi-
tal-different days.

If there is a third additional
missed school day, the board
OK’d the missed day as a staff
development day Aug. 26, just
before the beginning of the
2019-2020 school year. 

Calendar revision, OK
The board also OK’d a revi-

sion to the 2019-2020 calen-
dar and approval of the 2020-
2021 school year.

Next year’s calendar was re-
vised after high school teach-
ers asked to move conferences
from Jan. 9 to Jan. 16, a re-

quest the board unanimously
approved.

Next year’s calendar calls
for the school year to begin
Sept. 3. The Education Min-
nesota Conference is Oct. 17-
18, and Christmas break is
Dec. 23 to Jan. 1. Spring
break is April 9-14. And the
school year is set to end May
29.

The 2020-21 school year is
slated to begin Sept. 8. Sonju
informed directors of a pro-
posal at the Minnesota Legis-
lature to allow districts to start
the 172-day school year be-
fore Labor Day because of the
late start. If approved, it
would require a revision to the
2020-21 calendar, he said.

Thanksgiving break will be
Nov. 26-27, 2020. The Christ-
mas break will run Dec. 23 to
Jan. 1. The 2020-2021 school
year ends June 2 and gradua-
tion is slated for June 4, 2021.

In other action at the Feb.
11 meeting, the GSL School
Board:

• Paid bills totaling
$1,403,296.56.

• Approved moving the
April board meeting from
April 8 to April 15.

• Aproved the hiring of Foss
as student council advisor,
Shane McConkey as junior
high golf coach, Alysha
Richey as junior high track
coach, Foss and Dan Svoboda
as coaches for the super
mileage team, and hired
Donna Hammers as assistant
business manager.

• Accepted kindergarten
teacher Kristal Wendt’s resig-
nation effective at the end of
the school year.

• Granted senior high busi-
ness teacher Charise Aeikens’s
request for maternity leave
starting on or around April 28.

• Granted third-grade
teacher Oriann Johnson’s re-
quest for a family medical
leave absence from Feb. 18
through the end of the school
year.

• Approved first reading of
policies addressing employees
right to know (exposure to
hazardous substances), sub-
poena of a district employee,
employee publication (instruc-
tional materials, inventions
and creations), mandated re-
porting of child neglect, phys-
ical or sexual abuse, policies
incorporated by reference, em-
ployee-student relationships,
license status, employee use
of social media, and personnel
policy providing for the occa-
sional hiring of non-exempt
employees for supervision and
management of co-curricular
functions.
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Snow relocation
Tyler Plihal helped remove some of the new-fallen snow Friday afternoon, Feb. 8,
from his father’s driveway near the intersection of North Baxter Avenue and East
15th Street.

Chronicle photo by John Mueller

Special donation
Winsted’s Keith Stifter, a Silver Lake native, stopped by the Silver Lake American
Post last Wednesday, Feb. 6, for a Red Cross blood drive. With help from phle-
botomist Kimberly Bishop, the pint of A-positive blood Stifter donated was one of
over 50 the Red Cross collected.

patience, fortitude, time and
energy; his wife, Melinda, on
the other hand, just needed a
lot of patience. The 24-foot
long puzzle forced the
Mikolicheks to move tables
and chairs around the massive
puzzle. When he put together
his last puzzle in 2015, a
32,000-piecer, it only took up
most of the living room.
“Now, (Melinda) lost the
kitchen, too,” he laughed. 

Mikolichek averaged, over
a three-and-a-half month peri-
od, a little over eight hours
per day, seven days per week
working on the largest com-
mercial puzzle available on
the market. The puzzle was a
Father’s Day present from his
son, Heath, and cost over
$300. When spectators come
to visit, they walk in and can
hardly say anything but,
“Wow!” Mikolicheck said. 

After working 35 years in
construction, Mikolichek said
he'd had some experience put-
ting things together. During
winter months, when con-
struction work was slow, he
drew back to past experiences
with puzzles, noting his fasci-
nation with putting them to-
gether. He would get his mind

off work by doing puzzles. 
“If I got a puzzle, I’ll make

it,” Mikolichek said. And he’s
methodical. 

When dealing with a mas-
sive puzzle, Mikolichek said
it’s important not to dump all
the pieces out of the box and
start from scratch. Instead,
puzzles that have counts into
the tens-of-thousands come
sectioned off in bags of 6,000
pieces. For this puzzle,
Mikolichek began with a bag,
dumped the pieces out onto a
10-foot piece of plywood,
flipped every individual bit so
the color side was up, and
started grouping the pieces by
color. 

When he finished a section,
he would tagboard over it and
start building the next section
over the top to save space.
That way, the puzzle was kept
in pristine condition while he
completed sections. 

Keeping things orderly is
important to Mikolichek, and
outside help often isn’t wel-
comed — not because he
doesn’t appreciate the help,
but because he wants to do the
puzzle solo. He doesn’t even
accept help from his wife. 

“I asked him if I could put

one piece in, and he told me
no because then he wouldn’t
have done it by himself. I do
not help turn over the pieces,”
Melinda said while her hus-
band grinned from one ear to
the next, chuckling over his
stubbornness. 

“I’m not a puzzle person,”
she said, and Mikolichek fol-
lowed, “She’s into scrap-
books.”

The hardest part,
Mikolichek said, is the last
thousand pieces. When he
separates the colors from each
other, he usually leaves green
for last, which can create
problems at the end when he
doesn’t know which green
piece goes to which section.
But, in the end, the final prod-
uct is worth it. 

“It’s frustrating when
you’re building it, but every
time I finished a section, it
was like, yeah, yeah,”
Mikolichek exclaimed. “You
feel good. OK, one more sec-
tion done.”

After three-and-a-half
months and countless hours of
daily work on the puzzle,
Mikolichek is preparing to
take the puzzle apart in the
next couple of days. 

Prosecution Continued from page 1

city attorney and not a partner
with the law firm.

This week, staff from Glen-
coe and other cities potentially
interested in having Junge’s
office take over municipal
prosecution was to meet pri-
vately to discuss the proposal,
said Glencoe City Administra-
tor Mark Larson. Silver Lake
is also interested in the poten-
tial of the county attorney’s
office handling its municipal
criminal cases.

Junge’s office currently
handles municipal law for
Plato, Biscay, and Stewart at
no cost to the individual cities.
State statute allows that be-
cause of those cities’ popula-
tions. Glencoe is large enough
that the county attorney’s of-
fice would charge the city a
fee for municipal prosecu-
tions. Junge said other cities
have approached his office
about handling their munici-
pal cases. He would not iden-
tify the cities other than con-
firming discussions with
Glencoe.

The county attorney’s office
could likely handle misde-
meanor and gross-misde-
meanor cases from Silver
Lake with the anticipated
level of staff. The caseload
from Glencoe would likely re-
quire the addition of more

staff, Junge said. He’s uncer-
tain if the county board would
ultimately OK the hiring of
more staff for his office.

‘They’re open to it’
Commissioners discussed

during a workshop earlier this
winter the proposal of allow-
ing the county attorney’s of-
fice to take on municipal mis-
demeanor and gross-misde-
meanor cases. Junge said
commissioners approved addi-
tional discussions on the topic
but did not commit to hiring
additional staff for Junge’s of-
fice.

“They’re open to it. It all
depends on the timeframe, the
dollars and personnel,” he
said.

Commissioner Doug
Krueger said he was open to
discussion to determine if the
proposal is in the best interest
of his constituents.

Glencoe spent about
$55,000 in 2018 to have Don-
ley prosecute its misdemeanor
and gross-misdemeanor cases.
The firm charges the city $145
per hour. The city reduced the
budget line item to $30,000 in
2019. It spent about $37,000
on prosecution in 2017, Lar-
son said.

The fine revenue misde-

meanor and gross-misde-
meanor cases are split be-
tween the city, the county and
the state, Larson said. The city
took in $24,294 in 2017 and
$27,163 last year.

Junge acknowledges there
are likely efficiencies to be
gained from taking on munici-
pal cases. Each Monday
morning, he and his staff re-
view cases. The cases his staff
won’t prosecute are sent to
city attorneys for review.
There are times when, for ex-
ample, a city attorney and a
county attorney are duplicat-
ing effort at a bail hearing.
Junge brought the issue to the
county to make sure the inter-
est of taxpayers was consid-
ered.

“There are efficiencies to be
had,” Junge said. “It’s a dis-
cussion I’m open to having.”

The city has yet to commit
its cases to the county attor-
ney. The costs and availability
of Junge’s staff have yet to be
finalized. Larson said the city
could still consider other pri-
vate firms for the contract.
The city council has not pub-
licly discussed the idea of
moving its prosecutions to
Junge’s office, Larson said.

“We’re just looking at all
the options,” he said.
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Letters
The McLeod County Chronicle
welcomes letters from readers
expressing their opinions. All let-
ters, however, must be signed.
Private thanks, solicitations and
potentially libelous letters will not
be published. We reserve the
right to edit any letter.
A guest column is also available
to any writer who would like to
present an opinion in a more ex-
panded format. If interested, con-
tact the editor. info@glencoe-
news.com.

Ethics
The editorial staff of the McLeod
County Chronicle strives to pres-
ent the news in a fair and accu-
rate manner. We appreciate er-
rors being brought to our atten-
tion. Please bring any grievances
against the Chronicle to the at-
tention of the editor, John
Mueller, at 320-864-5518, or
info@glencoenews.com.

Press Freedom
Freedom of the press is guaran-
teed under the First Amendment to
the U.S. Constitution:
“Congress shall make no law re-
specting an establishment of reli-
gion, or prohibiting the free exer-
cise thereof; or abridging the free-
dom of speech, or the press…”
Ben Franklin wrote in the Pennsyl-
vania Gazette in 1731: “If printers
were determined not to print any-
thing till they were sure it would
offend nobody there would be very
little printed.”

Deadline for The McLeod County
Chronicle news is 5 p.m., and ad-
vertising is noon, Monday. Dead-
line for Glencoe Advertiser adver-
tising is noon, Wednesday. Dead-
line for The Galaxy advertising is
noon Wednesday.
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Question of the week
Do pro football players who abuse women
deserve to continue playing in the NFL?

1) No. Playing in the NFL is a privilege.

2) Yes. The player must get verifiable help.

Results for most recent question:

How should the city enforce its ordinance requiring
property owners clear sidewalks of snow, ice?

1) Only if someone complains, reports it to the city – 21%

2) Warn property owners city staff finds not in

compliance – 59%

3) Do nothing – 21%
34 votes.

Next poll runs Feb. 13-19.

You can

vote
online at www.glencoenews.com

A wise, wait-and-see
investment

Our view: Body cameras are
worth the investment

Gary Ballard stepped
to the podium Feb.
4 to suggest the

Glencoe City Council revisit
its decision to allow the po-
lice department to acquire
and use body cameras. Bal-
lard’s request came weeks
after the council OK’d a
budget containing funding for
the cameras and the policy
governing use of the technol-
ogy. Still, some citizens may
appreciate Mr. Ballard’s con-
cern for the prudent use of
taxpayer dollars. But in this
case, councilors were well-
advised to politely decline his
advice.

Ballard suggested the cost
of maintaining body cameras
that will be worn by police is
too great. He distributed a
Washington Post article
chronicling a decision some
police departments have
made to stop using body
worn cameras because of the
high cost of storage and staff
time to maintain the images
officers record.

In Glencoe’s case, the city
has a five-year contract with
Axon, the largest manufactur-
er of body-worn cameras in
the United States. The con-
tract says the city will pay
$12,135.50 in the first year of
using the cameras. That costs
covers initial setup, hard-
ware, licensing and storage
for year one. Police Chief Jim
Raiter says years two through
five will annually cost
$6,610.50.  This would in-
clude storage and licensing.
After 30 months, all hard-
ware is replaced free of
charge.

Also during these five
years, Raiter said, if any
hardware fails, it is replaced
for free.

We have previously stated
the opinion body cameras are
a good investment for the
city. At a time when most
everyone is carrying a video
camera, police need to be
able to demonstrate their
proper, professional behavior
when interacting with the
public. Unlike on TV, police
interaction with the public
does not always take place in
broad daylight where every-
one can stop by, pull up a
chair and watch and see how

it all goes.
Imagine this scenario: A

police officer pulls over a ve-
hicle. The driver badly fails
several field sobriety tests.
Realizing an arrest is forth-
coming, the driver becomes
verbally abusive. During the
arrest, the inebriated driver
falls to the ground and claims
the officer caused the fall
with a push. The driver
claims an injury in the fall
and files a lawsuit against the
city. Who do you believe?

Some might suggest the
city allows its insurance
provider to pay off the claim.
That’s a convenient solution.
But an insurance settlement
won’t clear the sullied image
of the community’s police de-
partment. It won’t convince
the community the police of-
ficer is not the thug the offi-
cer was accused to be.

In a small community like
Glencoe, the community’s
trust in its police officers is
vital. Given the work police
officers perform, the cost of
using body cameras is a wise
investment.

Body cameras will assure
the public officers are acting
in good faith as they were
trained. If they violate the
public’s trust, the data the
camera records will allow the
department to provide the of-
ficer with corrective training,
or in a far worse scenario,
terminate the officer. We
hope that scenario never
comes to fruition.

If in five years Ballard’s
concerns are realized, the city
has the opportunity to allow
the contract with Axon to
lapse. We will see if the in-
vestment is worthwhile. We
are confident it will be a wise
investment.

The expensive part of body
cameras will come if some-
one wants to see the images
an officer recorded. That’s
when the department will de-
cide what is redacted from
the images. It will likely be
an expensive process that
leaves the public frustrated
the department is the gate-
keeper of what people know
or is withheld.

-jm

Feel strongly about an issue?
Share your opinion with 

The McLeod County Chronicle readers
through a letter to the editor. 

Please include your name, address and telephone number 
(for verification purposes).

email to: johnm@glencoenews.com

To the editor,
Keith O. Tongen’s article,

“Applying farmers’ logic to
end immigration,” is relevant
concerning the wall. Howev-
er, there is another factor that
needs to be addressed. That is
tracking immigrants and
those who have lapsed visas
in getting them documented
and enabling them to a path
towards citizenship.

The reason we have such
difficulty is that we have a
cumbersome and unfair tax
structure that begins with
payroll tax on low-income
people, especially when one
includes workmen’s comp.
and the cost for health care
insurance.

Thus, many hire undocu-
mented workers so they don’t
have to pay these expendi-

tures.
That is why we have to

broaden the taxing base that
includes taxing capital gains
for Medicare. This will keep
the tax rate low and yet have
enough revenue to adequately
support basic health care for
low-income people so they
can get jobs and have the in-
centive to work and thus gain
the necessary work experi-

ence.
With this, the immigrants

and many others, who are
somewhat in need of some
good work experience, would
more readily gain employ-
ment and employers would
be more willing to pay the
payroll taxes and the work-
men’s comp.

LeRoy Schlangen,
Richmond, Minn.

Letters to the editor
He supports broadening ‘farmers’ logic’ for immigrants

To the editor,
Maybe someone should

start investigating Nancy
Pelosi as to why she has a

wall around her house but op-
poses one for the United
States. She must feel safer
with it so why shouldn’t we?

Did she pay for her wall or
did the taxpayers? Also, who
does she get to pick her
grapes, and are they legal?

Clarence Juncewski,
Silver Lake

Who paid for the wall around Nancy Pelosi’s house?
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Professional Directory
JERRY 

SCHARPE, LTD
712 E. 13th St., Glencoe

Income Tax Preparation
Business, Farm, Personal, Estate & 

Gift Returns
Monthly Accounting, Payroll

& Financial Statements

Jerry Scharpe, CPA
Jeffrey Scharpe, RAP

Tel: 320-864-5380
Fax: 320-864-6434

Serving clients since 1971

• 5” Seamless Gutters
• 6” Seamless Gutters
• K-Guard Leaf-Free

Gutter System
(lifetime clog free guarantee)

PHIL GOETTL
612-655-1379 
888-864-5979

www.mngutter.com

M
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The Professional Directory is pro-
vided each week for quick reference
to professionals in the Glencoe area
— their locations, phone numbers
and office hours. Call the McLeod

County Chronicle office 
for details on how you can be in-

cluded in this directory, 
320-864-5518.

Dale’s
Plumbing & Heating, Inc.

2110 9th St. E.
Glencoe, MN 55336

HEATING – COOLING
PLUMBING – REMODELING
RESIDENTIAL – COMMERCIAL

320-864-6353
CALL DALE FOR A 
FREE ESTIMATE

Licensed – Bonded – Insured
Lic #PC670283

Chiropractor
Dr. Scott Gauer

Dr. Randy Johnson
Effective, caring doctors

Friendly, helpful staff
Convenient scheduling

320-864-3196
800-653-4140

1706 10th St. E, Glencoe

www.gauerchiropractic.com

COKATO
EYE CENTER
115 Olsen Blvd., Cokato

320-286-5695 

OPTOMETRISTS
*Paul G. Eklof, O.D.

*Katie N. Tancabel, O.D.
Kid’s Glasses $98.00
Teen Glasses $118

F39tfnCt

Glencoe and Cologne

100 Years Ago
Feb. 13, 1919
O.C. Conrad, Editor

As the soldiers come back it
will be interesting to distinguish
the meaning of the various
chevrons which they wear upon
their sleeves. We subjoin a list:
A singler red chevron signifies
“discharged with honor.” A sin-
gle blue chevron signifies less
than six months service abroad.
A single gold chevron for each
wound received in service is
worn on the forearm of the right
sleeve. A single gold chevron for
each complete six months serv-
ice abroad is worn on the fore-
arm of left sleeve. A single white
chevron for each complete six
months service in the United
States is worn on the forearm of
left sleeve. There is generally a
mere question of opportunity, not
of willingness or ability, between
these service marks. Often the
man who would gladly have
served abroad has been retained
in this country simply because he
has shown superior ability and
therefore was better qualified to
instruct others. The man who
displays any one of the chevrons
above described has done his full
duty by his country and is wor-
thy of honor. 

From Cpl. John E. Beach,
Sup. Co., Sixth Marines to his
wife: I was rather surprised to
hear that the people in Hutchin-
son (the home of Mine and
Thine—symbol of Culture)
should indulge in such a cheap
way of letting off steam as to
drag the flag of the conquered
people (who begged for peace on
their knees) through the streets.
Why didn’t they do that about
the first of last June? Boys from
the front over here would not
have done a thing but pull the
flag down and thrown it aside.
We went to a concert in the
Wirtschaft tonight. Several Ger-
man flags and busts of Wilhelm
II and Bismarck over the
Parisian coat of arms were rest-
ing in their usual places on the
walls when the crowd left. I have
seen Yanks who have bayoneted
Hun machine gunners for shout-
ing “Kamerad” after firing their
gun till the last minute when
capture was certain, divide to-

bacco with the old German men
here and ride the kids on their
knees while the mother fried a
pan of spuds. Race hatred is a
good cause for war and when the
fighting is all over it would be a
fine thing to forget about it. If
anyone thinks I am a German
sympathizer tell them that if I
am, I have got away with it for
nine straight months in the zone
of activities without being arrest-
ed. The above is for publication,
if you’d like, and I don’t give a
d—m who reads it or what they
think. 

75 Years Ago
Feb. 10, 1944
Milton D. Hakel, Editor

One of the best years, finan-
cially, in the history of the
Brownton Coop. Creamery
Assn., was reported Tuesday at
the annual meeting. Secretary
B.C.  Peik’s annual report
showed one of the largest years
in dollar volume of business
done. The high butterfat total
was not reflected however in
butter production for the strong
skim milk market made a diver-
sion of whole milk to that pur-
pose substantially more prof-
itable. The annual meeting was
called to order by President A.S.
Holmes at 1:00 o’clock. Direc-
tors Frank Pikal and A.S.
Holmes were re-elected for three
year terms. Alfred Meyer was
elected to the board, defeating
Gust Peik in a close vote. An
amendment requiring all patrons
to become stock holders of the
creamery was passed with only
one dissenting vote. 

Brownton today is still
$10,000 short of its 4th War
Loan quota with only a few days
of the official campaign left. The
purchase total today was
$22,333.00. A renewal effort is
needed if Brownton is to reach
the $32,000 figure by next Tues-
day. McLeod County went over
the top Wednesday with $13,000
more than the $831,000 figure.
Minnesota today was reported
over the top, being the first in the
nation to reach its goal in actual
cash purchases. 

50 Years Ago
Feb. 13, 1969

Charles H. Warner, Editor
Drug problems with teenagers

will be the topic for Monday’s
meeting of the Brownton Parent-
Teacher association. The 8 p.m.
meeting will be held in the
school lunch room. Darrol Bus-
sler, speech and English teacher
at the Glencoe high school, and
Dr. D. R. Navratil of Glencoe
will be speakers. Bussler, a 1958
graduate of BHS, recently
coached a one-act play to the top
rating in the state contest. Chair-
men of the serving committee
are Mr. and Mrs. Burton Zim-
merman. 

Jim Bartels at 95 pounds and
175 pounder Lee Hochsprung
won championships in the 212
conference wrestling tournament
Saturday at Danube. 

20 Years Ago
Jan. 27, 1999
Lori Copler, Editor

The Stewart City Council has
set a special council meeting for
Tuesday at 7 p.m. to discuss po-
lice coverage for the city. At
issue is whether the city should
continue to have its own police
department or contract with
McLeod County for police cov-
erage. Following recent resigna-
tions, the city currently does not
have officers hired. McLeod
County Chief Deputy Mark Tay-
lor outlined a proposal for the
county providing police protec-
tion at the Stewart City Council’s
regular meeting Monday night.
Taylor said more than once that
he wasn’t “trying to sell a con-
tract to the city. What I’m outlin-
ing are all positives for going
with the county. You’ll have to
weigh that against what you feel
are positives for having your
own department and make a de-
cision.” Taylor said Klucas had
asked for two scenarios — hav-
ing a sheriff ’s deputy patrol
seven days a week for eight
hours each day, and for 10-hour
patrols seven days a week. Tay-
lor said the county would most
likely have to hire two more
deputies to help cover the city.
He presented average salaries of
deputies, and other costs such as
training, overtime, use of a squad
car, insurance, retirement pen-
sion, holiday pay, etc. 

History
From the Brownton Bulletin archives

30 Years Ago

Feb. 15, 1989
Bill Ramige, Editor

Births outnumbered deaths in
McLeod County in 1988, ac-
cording to statistics released by
the county. A total of 486 births
occurred in the county in 1988,
compared to 297 deaths. In
Glencoe 99 births were recorded,
compared to 18 in Winsted and
368 in Hutchinson. 

Rick Rehmann, a senior for-
ward and co-captain, for the Ea-
gles boys’ basketball team was
named KNUJ Boys’ Basketball
Player of the Week last week.
Rehmann has lead the team in
scoring all season. 

Otto Klopp won a trip to
Mazatlan in a drawing by the
Friends of the Glencoe Area
Health Center. The drawing was
part of a fundraising social to
raise money for a third heart
monitor for the health center’s
coronary care unit.

20 Years Ago

Feb. 17, 1999
Rich Glennie, Editor

The renovation of the McLeod

County Courthouse is on time
and on budget, the McLeod
County Board of Commissioners
was told. The planning of the
courthouse renovation is at phase
III: using the existing building to
meet the needs of the court and
safety concerns. The project,
which has a budget of $2.5 mil-
lion, extensively redesigns the
interior of the courthouse.

Glencoe’s Albin “Smiley” Ide
speared a 10-pound northern on
Lake Titloe near Gaylord. Ide’s
fishing partner was Al Robeck Jr.
of Glencoe.

Maggie Schuette-Voss and
Nate Gorr joined the news staff
at the McLeod County Chroni-
cle. Schuette-Voss will be a news
reporter and feature writer, while
Gorr will be the sports reporter.

Lions Clubs International
Foundation named LeRoy Brel-
je, past president of the Glencoe
Lions Club, the latest recipient
of the Melvin Jones Fellow
award. Brelje served as president
of the club in 1997-1998 and
also served on various Lions
committees and boards.

10 Years Ago

Feb. 18, 2009
Rich Glennie, Editor

Annamarie Tudhope, long-
time publisher of the Glencoe
Enterprise who passed away re-
cently, left the major portion of
her estate to McLeod County.
Mike Junge, county attorney told
the board that the county’s share
will likely fall between $3 mil-
lion and $4 million. But accord-
ing to Tudhope’s will, there are
stipulations-the money can only
be used for the construction of a
new jail in Glencoe, and it can-
not be used to acquire real estate
for a jail, nor be used for archi-
tectural fees or feasibility stud-
ies, or any other expenses not di-
rectly related to the construction
of the jail.

Expo weekend was a big suc-
cess for the Glencoe City Center
Project. It’s display was set up as
part of the Glencoe Historical
Preservation Society booth, there
was always somebody there ask-
ing questions, getting literature
or purchasing raffle tickets,
demonstrating a high level of in-
terest in the project. Over
$17,000 in pledges came in over
the weekend.

From the Chronicle archives

75 Years Ago

Feb. 12, 1944
Delbert Merrill, Publisher

Dear Editor: I must let you
know that I am here for some
length of time and never let you
know I get the paper, or the
Leader. It is nice to get it way
over here even if the news is old.
It brings a person’s mind back on
some of the items that slowly
seem to be forgotten that we
don’t have here or don’t even
see. For instance. money. We
don’t use dollars and cents. It is
just pounds, shillings and pence
so when I see the prices in the
Leader in dollars, it makes a per-
son feel better even if we don’t
use them here. We get the Yank
and Stars and Stripes in paper
over here and also can get the
British paper to read so we are
well informed on the war news
and back home news too from
the two army papers. Our weath-
er here is something like early
spring, that is the winter, but the
summer doesn’t seem to be very
much different, only just a little
warmer. We surely don’t see the
sun very much. Will surely ap-
preciate it after I get back to get
that sun tan again. I must say the
Leader comes over very good
and the mail that I look for the
most comes very good all the
time. Once in a while a letter
gets lost and comes all banged
up but very seldom. I don’t mind
it over here as long as I have to
be in the army but when the
whole thing is over I want to go
home. If a person is never out of
the U.S.A. he doesn’t know what
he has until he gets other places.
Back home we have to watch out
for cars on the streets and roads
but here we have to watch for
the bicycles. They seem to be
more harmless than a car be-
cause it doesn’t make any noise.
I am kind of lucky I left for the
army with my neighbor Ernest
Malchow and went over seas to-
gether, and also Eddie Sherman
and John Radke. Eddie and John
are still with me in the same Co.
We often talk about the good
times back home in Silver Lake
but I guess we have to wait a few
days yet before we see that good
little city again but I have noth-
ing to complain about over here
as long as I have to be here but if
they let me loose once I will be
back to stay. I am well and hope

the Leader keeps coming. 
-Cpl. Henry F. Pokorny

60 Years Ago

Feb. 12, 1959
Wilbert Merrill, Publisher

Following news stories in
neighboring papers, the aura of
mystery concerning the Earl
Zrust family blossomed into
wide publicity when the city
press, wire services, TV, and
radio stations all began a series
of calls, interviews, and inquiries
concerning any information rela-
tive to the disappearance and
whereabouts of Earl and Caro-
line Zrust and their five children.
The family it is believed, left
their home on or about Decem-
ber 31st and without apparently
advising anyone as to their desti-
nation, length of stay, or any
other relative information. Fol-
lowing the “break” in the story,
Associated Press made calls and
a picture of the family is likely
to be published over the entire
country. As of this writing, noth-
ing new has developed, the home
is locked and being cared for, but
the families and the community
remained concerned about the
entire Silver Lake family. 

25 Years Ago

Feb. 10, 1994
Ken and Dorothy Merrill,
Publishers

It was the first sign of a possi-
ble problem in the cooperation
agreement between the two
schools. Last Thursday, the Sil-
ver Lake and Glencoe boards sat
down to decide on 4 names to be
voted on for the new school dis-
trict. Silver Lake Board Chair-
man Mikolichek began the dis-
cussion telling the boards names
of Glencoe Area Schools was not
accepted. The name was at the
top of Glencoe’s towns list sub-
mitted by students and public.
Each district had earlier present-
ed a list of possible names. The
name Glencoe Area Schools had
received 24 submissions to the
district. Glencoe Board member
Byron Wacker said he could not
leave the name off the ballot.
Wacker said the importance of
the name Glencoe Area as the
Chamber of Commerce for Glen-
coe had promoted the school and
they felt it is important to have

the name. Glencoe board mem-
ber Diane Von Berge said she
thought it would be unfair to Sil-
ver Lake. “They are giving up
the high school and to give up
the name would be unfair.” She
said the consolidation process
must include both districts. Sil-
ver Lake board member Jerry
Brooks thought if the name was
included it would throw a
wrench into the whole program.
Many already feel Silver Lake is
being absorbed by Glencoe. If
you include the name of Glencoe
Area it will turn off Silver Lake
and probably the future vote on
consolidation would fail. 

10 Years Ago

Feb. 12, 2009
Ken and Dorothy Merrill,
Publishers

The GSL School Board
moved quickly through their
agenda as administrative and
other reports prioritized the
meeting. After calling the meet-
ing to order, Board Chair Clark
Christianson reminded everyone
of School Board Recognition
Week February 23-27, 2009.
Supt. Sonju then presented each
board member a certificate of
“School Board Member” to hang
in their respective offices. She
had just begun her duties as
Glencoe-Silver Lake School
Board Member, Sarah Everding
sent a Letter of Resignation from
the board. Everding said health
issues were preventing her from
continuing as a board member.
Board members agreed they
would fill the term of Everding
to the next election which would
be a 2 year term. Any eligible
resident of the Glencoe-Silver
Lake School District can submit
an application to Supt. Sonju by
February 20. Applicants will be
interviewed and the board will
fill the position at their regular
meeting in March was the agree-
ment by board members. John
Durtschi, Chartwell’s District
Manager, presented a food serv-
ice report on the year’s progress.
Chartwell is in the first year of
providing the food service con-
tract to the district. Durtschi told
the board they were able to re-
tain all head cooks from the pre-
vious year and all employees ex-
cept three. 

From the Silver Lake Leader archives

From the Stewart Tribune archives
100 Years Ago
Feb. 14, 1919
Lester Koeppen, Editor

A letter from Mike Young to
his mother, Mrs. Leonard: Am
dropping you a line to wish you
a Merry Christmas. We sure had
some Christmas dinner—fried
chicken, apple pie and cake, and
on the side we got one can of to-
bacco, cigarettes and a cigar, the
latter from our lieutenant, and
the other from the Red Cross. I
only wish I had been home for
Christmas but a man might as
well make the best of it as long
as he has to stay over here. They
say we will start for home
around the last part of January. I
hope it is true. Can hardly wait
until I get back. Did you read
what the 80th Division did in
this fight? We were attached to
the English army ever since we
got in France. We fought that big
battle in Belgium where it took
only the 30th and 27th divisions
three hours to take that hill. On
the fourth of September we start-
ed for France on the Somme
front. That was the strongest
front on Hindenburg’s line and
the English had been trying to
break it for three years. We start-
ed through it on Sept. 29th and it
took the 30th and 27th divisions
only five hours to break it and
drive the Huns back 17 kilos. We
lost plenty of men on that front.
This was the time when that
young Thomas from Bird Island
was killed. We had only gone the
top 25 yards when a shell burst-
ed in front of him. You could
hardly tell that he was a human
being. After that push we got a
three day rest and went back
Oct. 12th when I got hit with
shrapnel and five other boys
were killed. I got hit in the calf
of the leg but not badly. It laid
me up only a short time. The
best fellow in our company got
killed by the same shell. That
was just outside of Bellecourt.
We drove the Huns back 37 kilos

and that was the beginning of the
armistice. We about had them
cut off in Belgium and we took
some of their best fortified
places on that front. They had
cement dugouts on this line and
on the Somme canal—dugouts
that would hold a company of
men. They had places where
they cut up the soldiers and
boiled them. I saw these with my
own eyes and saw them lying on
blocks. This is about all I can
write but I will tell you more
when I get back. You can give
this to your editor for publication
if you want. 

75 Years Ago
Feb. 10, 1944
Harry Koeppen, Editor

Publishers of McLeod Coun-
ty’s seven newspapers got to-
gether some time ago and decid-
ed to entertain the county’s hard-
working, efficient and public-
spirited officials, with the date
finally being set for Monday
evening of this week and the
place being the Hotel Jorgenson
in Hutchinson. The papers are
the Hutchinson Leader, Glencoe
Enterprise, Lester Prairie News,
Winsted Journal, Silver Lake
Leader, Brownton Bulletin and
Stewart Tribune. The idea took
solidly with county officials, so
solidly, in fact, that every one of
them was present. All newspaper
publishers, with one exception,
were also on hand for the re-
freshments, the hour or more of
fraternizing and the splendid
steak dinner which followed.
There was also a very brief peri-
od of short talks by some of the
luminaries present who were
called on by the newspapermen’s
president, Emil C. Ernst of
Lester Prairie. 

60 Years Ago
Feb. 12, 1959
Kermit T. Hubin, Editor

Stewart ran over Hector 57 to

34 at Hector Tuesday evening at
Hector. Led by Delano Wacker,
who scored 24 points, the Go-
phers coasted from a 14 point
halftime lead to the final victory.
The victory led the Gophers one
step closer to a fourth-place tie
with Buffalo Lake. Buffalo Lake
has to play Brownton and
Renville in their two remaining
games. The Lakers are definite
underdogs in these games and if
they lose these games and the
Gophers beat Danube, Stewart
will end up in a fourth-place tie. 

50 Years Ago
Feb. 13, 1969
Kermit T. Hubing, Editor

The Buffalo Creek Watershed
District in parts of Kandiyohi,
Renville, McLeod, Sibley and
Carver Counties, has been estab-
lished by the Minnesota Water
Resources Board, according to
Chairman, G.E. Loughland,
Golden Valley Minnesota. Ms.
Loughlin announced the follow-
ing residents of the District were
appointed to the District’s Board
of Managers: Milo Ayer, Glen-
coe; Erwin Koebnick, Buffalo
Lake; Norman Kottke, Stewart;
Arthur Lindeman and Clarence
Tonn, Brownton. The area in the
watershed is comprised of 415
sq. miles in the five counties.
The place of business of the new
watershed district is Glencoe. 

Mrs. A. Th. Schultz, mother of
Mrs. B.J. Engskow, passed away
Monday, February 3rd at the
Ebenezer Home in Minneapolis
after a prolonged illness. She
was 90 years old. 

The Stewart Gophers dropped
two more games during the past
week, losing to Brownton last
Friday 72-51; and on Tuesday to
Hector 99-43. Friday evening
will be the last home game, with
the Gophers meeting their tour-
ney opponent Sacred Heart. 



The McLeod County Chronicle, www.glencoenews.com, Wednesday, February 13, 2019, page 6

Sounds like 
multiplication?
It’s newspaper
talk for a one 

column by two
inch ad. Too
small to be 

effective? You’re
reading this one!
Put your 1x2 in
the Chronicle or
Advertiser today.

320-864-5518

1 
x 

2

For all death notices, 
go to WWW.GLENCOENEWS.COM

and click on obituaries. Graphic Design Services:
www.McPubDesigns.com

For all your 
Plumbing & Heating needs

and repairs call today!
• Tempstar Gas, LP Furnace & A.C.

• License #067203-PM

Dobrava Bros.
Plumbing & Heating • Glencoe

320-864-6335
www.dobravabrothers.com

PLUMBING

HEATING

Thurs., Feb. 14 — AA Group mtg. next to Post Office in Stewart, 8
p.m., call 320-212-5290 for info.; 

Mon., Feb. 18 — Tops Weigh-In mtg., 5-5:30 p.m.; Brownton
Senior Citizens Club, Brownton Community Center, 1 p.m.; Brown-
ton Lions; Stewart American Legion Post 125 & Auxiliary mtg.,
Stewart Community Center, 7 p.m.

Thurs., Feb. 21 — AA Group mtg. next to Post Office in Stewart, 8
p.m., call 320-212-5290 for info.; Stewart Lions

Mon., Feb. 25 — Tops Weigh-In mtg., 5-5:30 p.m.; Brownton
Senior Citizens Club, Brownton Community Center, 1 p.m.; Brown-
ton Rod & Gun Club, 7 p.m.

SECURITY BANK & TRUST CO.
128 4TH AVE. N. • P.O. BOX 279 • BROWNTON, MN 55312-0279
PHONE (320) 328-5222 • FAX 320-328-4045

Member FDIC

Happy Valentines Day!

Obituaries

Helen (Najmon) Milbrand,
93, of Glencoe, passed away
Friday, Feb. 1, at Ebenezer
Bel Rae Senior Living in
M o u n d s
View.

A memori-
al service
will be held
S a t u r d a y ,
Feb. 16, 1
p.m., at St.
John’s Evan-
g e l i c a l
L u t h e r a n
Church in
Helen Township, rural Glen-
coe, Minnesota.  An intern-
ment service will be held at a
later date in the church ceme-
tery.

Pastor Steve Smith will be
the officiating clergy

Kathy Stuedemann will be
the organist.

Helen (Najmon) Milbrand
was born Aug. 29, 1925, in
Pine County, Pine City.  She
was the daughter of Frank
and Anna (Novak) Najmon.
In 1960, Helen was baptized
and confirmed in her faith as
an adult at St. John’s Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church in
Helen Township, rural Glen-

coe. She received her educa-
tion through the eighth at
Sauter Country School in
Pine City.

Helen was united in mar-
riage to Verlin Milbrand Dec.
21, 1959, at the Little Brown
Church in the Vale in Nashua,
Iowa. She and Verlin made
their home in Glencoe. They
shared over 46 years of mar-
riage, until Verlin passed
away Oct. 2, 2006.

In addition to being a lov-
ing wife and homemaker, she
helped Verlin on the farm
until 2006 when they retired.
Mrs. Milbrand was a faithful
member at St. John’s Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church in
Glencoe.  She enjoyed read-
ing, gardening and plants.
Helen loved the time spent
with family and friends.

Mrs. Milbrand passed away
Friday, Feb. 1, at the Ebenez-
er Bel Rae Senior Living in
Mounds View, at the age of
93 years, 5 months and 3
days.  Blessed be her memo-
ry.

She is survived by her
nieces and nephews, Caroline
Lind, David Najmon and his
wife, Lisa, Diane Najmon,

Janet DeMuth and her hus-
band, David; great nieces and
nephews, Deborah Kasan and
her husband, Edward, Gerald
Lind and his wife, Melanie,
Ronald Lind and his wife,
Michele, Susan Johnson and
her husband, Bruce, Chris
Lind and his wife, Pam, Brent
Graber and his wife, Kayla,
Jacob Graber, Nicole Naj-
mon, Amanda Najmon; great-
great nieces and nephews;
many other relatives and
friends.                            

Mrs. Milbrand is preceded
in death by her parents, Frank
and Anna Najmon; husband,
Verlin Milbrand; brothers,
Frank Najmon and his wife,
Nora, Joseph Najmon, Char-
lie Najmon and his wife, Vio-
let, Emil Najmon and his
wife, Betty, Rynold Najmon,
Richard Najmon and his wife,
Arlene; nephew, Gerhart Naj-
mon and his wife, Cheryl. 

The Johnson-McBride Fu-
neral Chapel of Glencoe han-
dled the arrangements. Its
Web site is
www.mcbridechapel.com
where online obituaries and
guestbook available.

Helen Milbrand, 93, of Glencoe

Helen
Milbrand

Larry Theodore On-
drachek, 80, of Glencoe,
passed away Wednesday, Jan.
30, 2019, at his residence in
G l e n c o e .
M e m o r i a l
services were
held Friday,
Feb. 8, 11
a.m., at Faith
Presbyterian
Church in
Silver Lake,
with inter-
ment at a
later date.
Memorials preferred to Faith
Presbyterian Church in Silver
Lake.

Rev. Murphy Ashley Jr.
was the officiating pastor.

Barb Wawrzyniak was the
organist. Jim Wendolek pro-
vided special music, “Green
Meadow Waltz” and “Lake-
side Waltz.”

“Come Ye Thankful People
Come” and “God Be With
You Till We Meet Again”
were the congregational
hymns.

Hutchinson Memorial Rifle
Squad provided military hon-
ors.

Mike Krcil and Mark Krcil
were the urn-bearers.

Larry Theodore Ondrachek
was born Dec. 5, 1938, in the
Glencoe Hospital, McLeod
County. He was the second
son and the second child of
Theodore and Elizabeth
Libby (Wondra) Ondrachek
and spent his youth on the
family farm in Rich Valley
Township. He was baptized at
the Czech Brethren Presbyte-
rian Church in Silver Lake,
and confirmed in 1952. Mr.

Ondrachek attended District
12 Country School and grad-
uated from Hutchinson High
School in 1957. He studied
agriculture at the University
of Minnesota, St. Paul cam-
pus.

Mr. Ondrachek joined the
United States Army in Janu-
ary, 1962. He served his
country at Fort Carson, Col-
orado Springs, Colo. and was
honorably discharged in De-
cember, 1963.

After Mr. Ondrachek was
discharged from the service,
he returned to Hutchinson
and was employed by 3M
from October 1965 until his
retirement in August 1996.
During his employment at
3M Mr. Ondrachek also
helped his father operate the
family farm.

Later, he assumed opera-
tion of the 80-acre farm, lo-
cated in Rich Valley Town-
ship. Larry’s grandparents,
Joseph Ondracek Sr. and An-
tonia (Beneš) Ondracek,
homesteaded the property
after immigrating to America
from Czechoslovakia.

Mr. Ondrachek had an ap-
preciation for his family her-
itage. Countless hours were
spent reminiscing about the
previous generations. Pictures
were collected and stories
told. Larry wanted it docu-
mented correctly. He had a
genuine interest in the way
things used to be done and
this was evident in the way
he preserved the original
homes on his farm. He kept
his home, yard, and buildings
in pristine order, which
speaks to his character and to

the honor of those who came
before him.

Mr. Ondrachek was a life-
long member of the Czech
Brethren, renamed Faith
Presbyterian Church. He
faithfully served as elder,
trustee, deacon, and usher.
Through the years he served
on almost every committee,
lending a hand in whatever
way he could. Pastors appre-
ciated Larry’s knowledge of
the members as he accompa-
nied them on many visits to
shut-ins, sharing communion
and good conversation.

In the early morning hours
of Jan. 30, Mr. Ondrachek
was in his home when it
caught fire and was com-
pletely destroyed. He per-
ished in the blaze. He leaves
behind family members and
friends to mourn his passing.

Mr. Ondrachek was preced-
ed in death by his grandpar-
ents, Joseph Sr. and Antonia
Ondracek; his parents,
Theodore and Libby On-
drachek; an infant brother;
and younger brother, Orville
Ondrachek.

In 2 Corinthians 1:3, Paul
speaks to God’s goodness and
comfort: “Blessed be the God
and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Father of mercies
and God of all comfort.” May
those words bring comfort to
us all. 

The Johnson-McBride Fu-
neral Chapel of Glencoe han-
dled the arrangements. Its
Web site is
www.mcbridechapel.com
where online obi tuar ies
and guestbook are available.

Larry Ondrachek, 80, of Glencoe

Larry
Ondrachek

Our February snow machine just keeps on going this
week as we’ve seen more snow over the past two weeks
than we had seen all winter. We freshened up the snow-
pack Tuesday and we’ll have one more shot Thursday as
a quick moving system slides by. The Thursday system
isn’t very large but there should be a narrow band of
plowable snow, so it bares some attention as we get clos-
er. Beyond that we should be relatively quiet in terms of
snow but high temperatures will be held in check, staying
in the teens at best. The weekend stays quiet with just a
few stray flurries possible Saturday. We’re stuck in this
northwest flow which will keep temperatures held down
a bit until the flow can come more from the west and
south-west. Taking a look at the extended doesn’t show
any big changes with cooler temperatures and a couple
minor chances of snowfall. The good news with all of
this snow lately is at least it’s dry/fluffy so it’s easier to
move around. Have a great week everyone, Happy Valen-
tine’s Day!

Ma dobry weekendem Mit dobry vikend

Wednesday night: Lows 0-8, partly cloudy.
Thursday: Highs 12-20, lows 0-8, clouds/snow shower.
Friday: Highs 8-16, lows -8-0, partly cloudy.
Saturday: Highs 8-16, lows -4-4, partly cloudy/flurries. 
Sunday: Highs 10-18, partly cloudy.
Weather Quiz: Why do snow totals vary so much

from town to town? 
Last week’s question: How cold can it get? Was last

week about as bad as it gets?
Answer to last week’s question: The good news is,

the extreme cold we had a week or two ago is basically
as bad it will ever get in Minnesota. We can absolutely
get colder but it’s a very rare event. There have only been
a handful of colder outbreaks in Minnesota over the past
150 years so one would hope we’re done with that kind
of cold for another decade or two.

Remember, I make the forecast, not the weather.

Weather Corner
By Jake Yurek

Death Notices

Wayne “Tim”
Goodell, 54, of
Lester Prairie

Wayne “Tim” Goodell, 54,
of Lester Prairie, died Satur-
day, Feb. 9, at his home in
Lester Prairie.

A memorial service will be
held Saturday, Feb. 16, 1
p.m., at Glencoe Regional
Hospital Conference Room A
in Glencoe.

The Paul-McBride Funeral
Chapel in Lester Prairie is
handling the arrangements.
Its Web site is
www.mcbridechapel.com
where an online guestbook is
available.

By Jakob Kounkel
Staff Writer

“What do you want to do
so we can put this to bed for a
change?” Council Member
Carol Altrichter said as the
council approached the line
item to approve a new pet or-
dinance. Now, once and for
all, the Stewart City Council
resolved the issue after
months of deliberation. The
new ordinance approved by
the council on Tuesday, Feb.
11, states: 

“(A) The number of dogs
or cats in any combination al-
lowable on a single property
is three. (B) An owner of
more than three dogs or cats
in any combination must ob-
tain a variance from the city
council for the allowance of
each animal over the allow-
able three… The maximum
amount of grandfathered or

varianced dogs or cats is
two.”

The council also added a
fee of $25 to anybody who
wants to obtain a variance for
extra pets. It also allowed
“grandfathered” pets, which
means pet owners who al-
ready received a license/vari-
ance over the amount author-
ized by the new ordinance
won’t have to pay a fee. 

The discussion didn’t come
without high tension. After
rancorous discussion over a
previous council meeting
where Council Member
Kevin Klucas voted on the
pet ordinance as a direct ben-
efitting party, Klucas finally
said to Mayor Jason Peirce,
“Jason, go ahead, do what
you gotta do.”

There was almost unani-
mous consensus to approve
the new ordinance, besides

Klucas, who abstained from
the vote. He didn’t say why
he abstained. 

In other business, the coun-
cil delayed court action on
Juan Menchaca, who owns a
“dilapidated” building on
Bowman Street in Stewart. 

“When you know the
building without ever step-
ping in the building, it’s in
rough shape,” Klucas said.
The council decided not to
take court action and revisit
the situation after 90 days.
According to the council,
Menchaca said he’d be basi-
cally willing to give the prop-
erty and building away to
whoever wants it. The coun-
cil will assist Menchaca, in
non-monetary fashion, in
finding interest in the proper-
ty. 

Stewart puts final 
stamp on pet ordinance

A Gaylord man will spend
15 days in the McLeod
County Jail and three years
on probation after pleading
guilty for possession of a
controlled substance.

McLeod County District
Court Judge Jody Winters
sentenced James W. Braun-
worth, 48, Feb. 5 after he
pleaded guilty to third-degree
drug possession, a felony.

Along with jail time, con-
ditions of Braunworth’s pro-
bation includes 15 days of
work release or sentence-to-
serve, have no same or simi-
lar offenses, remain law
abiding, complete a chemical
dependency evaluation and
follow the recommendations
of the evaluation. Braun-
worth may not  use or have
possession of alcohol/drugs
(with the exception of pre-
scribed medications). He
must submit to random drug
testing, and pay a fine/sur-
charge in the amount of
$825.

Gaylord
man gets
jail time, 
probation

Nuvera was recently nomi-
nated for an Association for
Corporate Growth (ACG)
Minnesota BOLD Award
honoring and celebrating cut-
ting-edge organizations and
the leaders that have made
BOLD moves to positively
grow, restructure, or enhance
their companies for the bene-
fit of all stakeholders, includ-
ing employees and the com-
munity at-large.

The nominees, finalists and
winners will be recognized
for their innovative, imagina-
tive and inspirational efforts
to grow Minnesota at the

2019 ACG Minnesota BOLD
Awards Tuesday, Feb. 26.
Winners will be announced in
five categories: Not-for-prof-
it, Early Stage, Small &
Growing, Middle Market and
Large & Established, with the
overall winner being selected
by live vote at the event.

Nuvera is a communica-
tions company with head-
quarters in New Ulm provid-
ing Internet, digital TV,
voice, managed services,
computer sales and computer
repair services. Nuvera sells
and services cellular phones
and accessories and customer

premise equipment. Nuvera
has customer solutions cen-
ters in Glencoe, New Ulm,
Goodhue, Hutchinson, Litch-
field, Redwood Falls, Sleepy
Eye, Springfield Prior Lake,
and Aurelia, Iowa. 

Nuvera also operates
TechTrends, a technology re-
tail store, in New Ulm. It of-
fers television and Internet
services in Cologne, Mayer,
New Germany and Plato. Nu-
vera also holds partial owner-
ship in FiberComm, LC, in
Sioux City, Iowa.

Nuvera nominated for
‘BOLD Award’ 

The Glencoe American Le-
gion Auxiliary Unit No. 95
approved a variety of dona-
tions during 2018.

The group donated $50 to
child welfare foundation,
Fisher Houses, brain science,
and veterans’ rehabilitation.

The local auxiliary donated
$5 to Bill Shower, ALA hos-
pital programs gift shop,
armed forces services center,
the local emergency food
shelf, and $95 to local
schools for school supplies.

The group also donated
$25 to the Glencoe Lions
Club for music in the park.

Glencoe
Legion
Auxiliary made
donations
in 2018



People

St. Scholastica dean’s list
Two area students were honored by being named to

The College of St. Scholastica’s fall semester dean’s list.
Brooke Good, Glencoe, is majoring in biology, and Mor-
gan Harpel, Glencoe, is majoring in psychology. To
achieve dean’s list honors, Good and Harpel were re-
sponsible for maintaining a 3.75 GPA or above. 

Klabunde makes dean’s list
Marissa Klabunde, Brownton, was recently honored by

St. Catherine University and the College for Adults for
outstanding academic achievement, earning Klabunde
dean’s list honors. To make the dean’s list, Klabunde
maintained a GPA of at least 3.667 in a term while taking
at least eight credits for letter grades. 

Missouri S&T graduates Meyer
The Missouri University of Science and Technology

recently announced its fall graduates, including Emily
Meyer of Norwood Young America. Meyer graduated
with a bachelor’s of science degree in chemical engineer-
ing. 

Gustavus honors dean’s list 
Gustavus Adolphus College announced its fall semes-

ter dean’s list, and two area students were named. From
Glencoe, Alyson Winn, and from Stewart, Jillian Driver.
To be eligible for dean’s list honors, students have to
achieve a 3.7 GPA or higher during the fall semester. 

Drake honors Monahan
Madison Monahan, Silver Lake, was recently listed to

Drake University’s dean’s list. Monahan had to maintain
at least a 3.5 GPA during the fall semester while being
enrolled in credit-seeking hours. 

Popp on UWEC dean’s list
Rachael Popp was honored by being listed to the Uni-

versity of Wisconsin-Eau Claire’s dean’s list. To earn
dean’s list honors, Popp had to be enrolled in 12 credits
in the semester, and maintain a GPA of 3.6 or higher. 

Vargas boy born
Felix Enrique Vargas was recently welcomed to the

world by Angelica Lizzette Cavazos and Leonardo Israel
Vargas, Sr., both of McLeod County. Felix weighed 7
pounds, 1 ounce at birth. Siblings are Leonardo Jr.,
Matilde, and Hennessy. Grandparent is Maria Marquez,
Glencoe. 

Hollatz son born
Katie and Benjamin Hollatz recently welcomed Levi

James to their family. Levi weighed 7 pounds, 10 ounces
and measured 21 inches at birth. Siblings are Luke, 6;
Logan, 5; and Landon, 2. 

Daughter born to Huitts
Brittany and David Huitt, Glencoe, recently welcomed

home their new baby girl Lola Marie. Lola weighed 8
pounds, 7 ounces and measured 21 inches at birth. Sib-
lings are BrandiLynn and Julian. Grandparents are Loren
and Karrie Baysinger, Hutchinson, and Victoria and
Steve Schultz, Glencoe. 

SCTCC names president’s list
Matthew Johnson, Plato, and John Marvan, Silver

Lake, were recently named to St. Cloud Technical and
Community College’s president’s list. To earn president’s
list honors, Johnson and Marvan earned a perfect 4.0
GPA. 

Lemkes earn Auggie honors
Paul Lemke, Glencoe, son of Jon and Mary Lemke,

was recently named to the Augsburg College Dean’s list.
Paul maintained at least a 3.5 GPA while being enrolled
as a full-time student. Paul is studying biochemistry and
is involved in Augsburg’s football and football leadership
council. Christopher Lemke, Glencoe, was named to the
Google Cloud Academic All-America Division III foot-
ball team. A chemistry major with a 3.96 GPA, Christo-
pher was selected by the College Sports Information Di-
rectors of America (CoSIDA) as a first-team honoree. 

Silver Lake City Council Agenda
Regular Meeting
6:30pm, Feb. 19, 2019
Silver Lake Auditorium

Portion of the meeting may be closed for an employee 
performance evaluation (pursuant to MN State Statute 13D.05)
Call to Order
Consent Agenda:
1. Approve minutes from January 22, 2019 Regular Meeting
2. Approve minutes from February 6, 2019 Workshop Meeting
3. Approve Payroll #3, #4 and January Ambulance
4. Claims to be paid:
Public Comment
Old Business:
1. Sewer backup at 216 Summit Ave.
2. McLeod County Sheriff’s Office Contract Review
New Business:
1. Business Owner to Address Council on Main Street Lots
2. Resolution 19-05: Resolution Approving Workers’ 

Compensation Premiums
3. Resolution 19-06: Resolution Approving Property/Casualty 

Insurance Premiums
Department Business:
1. Public Works
2. Public Safety
a. Police Chief Annual Review
3. Municipal Liquor
4. Community Development
5. Administration 
Open Discussion
Adjourn

The McLeod County To-
wards Zero Deaths Safe
Roads Coalition is encourag-
ing drivers to buckle up, pay
attention to their driving and
drive sober following the re-
lease of preliminary traffic
statistics that show traffic
crashes claimed six lives in
the county during 2018.

That’s up from three traffic
fatalities in 2017, and one in
2016. The death toll in the
county is similar to the rate of
increase statewide for the
year. A preliminary report
from the Minnesota Depart-
ment of Public Safety showed
380 people died on the state’s
roads in 2018, compared to
358 in 2017. 

The jump deviates from a
general downward trend in
overall fatal traffic crashes,
both in the county and state.
As recently as 2007, Min-
nesota typically had more
than 500 annual traffic fatali-
ties. In the early-1970s, annu-
al fatality counts often topped
1,000, though the total num-
ber of motorist-driven miles
was only a fraction of the
miles most drivers log today. 

“(It) definitely was a bad
year for McLeod County
comparatively,” said Scott
Wawrzyniak, a patrol ser-

geant for the McLeod County
Sheriff's Office and a member
of the coalition. 

“Everyone needs to take re-
sponsibility while they are
driving and we need to start
that trend now,” Wawrzyniak
said. “It begins with each in-
dividual.” 

McLeod County’s six fatal-
ities resulted from four crash-
es, including one in Decem-
ber that claimed three lives
on County Road 7 north of
Stewart. A total of 112 injury
crashes occurred during the
year, resulting in 180 people
injured. 

December was the heaviest
month for traffic crashes in
the county, accounting for 65
of the year’s 546 crashes.

Other preliminary findings: 
● August had the most in-

jury collisions, with 17 re-
ported.
● 111 collisions occurred

on Fridays, the most haz-
ardous day of the week for
crashes. 
● 168 crashes involved dis-

tractions, 43 involved com-
mercial vehicles, and four oc-
curred in work zones.
● 335 occurred on dry

pavement, 54 occurred when
ice or frost was present, 62

occurred under snowy condi-
tions, and 68 occurred when
the pavement was wet. 
● The most common time

of day for crashes was late af-
ternoon, after 3 p.m. 

The preliminary statistics
did not provide details about
factors such as speed, alcohol
or other drugs, or the use of
seat belts. 

Wawrzyniak said all four
fatal crashes that occurred in
McLeod County were likely
due to human error. 

The statewide report on
traffic fatalities offered the
following: 
● At least 27 are known to

be distraction-related, com-
pared with 25 in 2017. 
● 100 were speed-related,

compared with 88 in 2017.
● 121 were alcohol-related,

compared with 113 in 2017.
● 90 were not wearing their

seat belts, compared with 78
in 2017.
● 58 were motorcyclists,

compared with 53 in 2017.
Of the 58 motorcyclists who
died, 42 (72 percent) were
not wearing a helmet.
● 7 were bicyclists, com-

pared with 6 in 2017.
● 42 were pedestrians,

compared with 42 in 2017.
● 266 were males (70 per-

cent) and 114 were females
(30 percent). 

Wawrzyniak advises pas-
sengers and others having
contact with drivers who ap-
pear impaired or distracted to
speak up. “Step outside of the
comfort zone and tell them to
pay attention to the road and
what is going on around
them,” he said. 

The nonprofit McLeod
County Towards Zero Deaths
Safe Roads Coalition works
to decrease traffic-related in-
juries and fatalities through
partnerships that promote
safety. 

Its activities include dis-
tributing safe driving mes-
sages through the media, pro-
moting safe driving before
high school prom, painting
“buckle-up” stencils in school
parking lots, and using
demonstrations at fairs and
other public gatherings to il-
lustrate how drugs, alcohol
and drowsiness can impair
driving. 

For more information about
the coalition, call Scott
Waibel, McLeod County To-
wards Zero Deaths Safe
Roads Coalition chairman, at
320-484-9326.

After tough year, coalition says 
drivers must pay closer attention

The Minnesota State Fair
and State Fair Foundation re-
cently honored an innovator
and leader in the swine indus-
try by officially naming the
fair’s swine barn the Robert
A. Christensen Pavilion.

Recognizing the critical
role an improved and updated
swine facility at the state fair
would play in advancing the
swine industry, Minnesota’s
own Christensen Farms re-
cently made the lead gift to
the state fair foundation’s
swine barn improvement
project to honor the
Chrstensen’s legacy.

Christensen, a visionary
master of the swine industry,
was an early adopter of tech-
nologies to improve biosecu-
rity and herd health, contract
production arrangements, and
artificial insemination and ge-
netic advancements. Praised
for striving to make improve-
ments throughout the entire
pork production chain, he
built one of the largest hog
production companies in the
United States and one of the
largest family-owned hog
production companies in the
world. 

“The state fair’s historic
swine barn has played a huge
role in advancing the swine
industry,” said Jerry Hammer,
state fair general manager.
“Generations of 4-H, FFA
and open-class exhibitors
have shown their very best
while joining with industry
leaders to educate millions of
fair visitors. We are grateful
for Christensen Farms’ con-
tinued partnership and dedi-
cation to the education and
exhibition tradition at the
swine barn.” 

Glenn Stolt, Christensen

Farms’ CEI said the company
is extremely honored to have
the opportunity to make the
lead gift to the swine barn
improvement project in trib-
ute to the late Bob Chris-
tensen and the Christensen
Family.

“The swine barn will be re-
named the Robert A. Chris-
tensen Pavilion in the fami-
ly’s honor, to help build upon
the legacy for generations to
come, and ultimately demon-
strate and re-emphasize the
importance of Minnesota
agriculture and its role in pro-
ducing safe, nutritional and
affordable food,” he said. 

Over the last three years,
the Minnesota State Fair has
invested in significant capital
improvements to the swine
facility which was built more
than 80 years ago. Improve-
ments have included: 

· Removed the annex on
the barn’s west side enabling
the opening of windows and
garage doors to improve air
quality, sanitation and venti-
lation,

· Built new wash racks out-
side the building that help
with biosecurity,

· Installed new windows
and garage doors on the east
side of the barn,

· Replaced decades-old
pens with moveable, easy-to-
sanitize stalling in half of the
building, and

· Purchased two new live-
stock scales

More work needs to be
done, and moving forward,
the Minnesota State Fair
Foundation will continue to
raise funds to:

· Purchase and install new
stalling in the remaining half
of the building, 

· Purchase new show rings
and expanded bleacher seat-
ing, 

· Create wider livestock en-
trances,  

· Improve lighting and ven-
tilation, 

· Repair the brick exterior,
and

· Upgrade the sound sys-
tem, technology equipment
and fire escape.

Christensen Farms is one
of the largest, family-owned
pork producers in the United
States, marketing approxi-
mately 3 million hogs per
year. Headquartered in
Sleepy Eye, the company op-
erates throughout the Mid-
west with facilities in Min-
nesota, Iowa, Nebraska, Illi-
nois and South Dakota.
Christensen Farms owns four
feed mills, manages 143,000
sows on 44 farms, and over-
sees more than 350 nurseries
and grow finish sites. The
company employs nearly
1,000 people and maintains
1,500 contract partnerships.

Minnesota State Fair’s swine barn
named Robert A. Christensen Pavilion 

The Glencoe Jr. Pioneers Club worked on creating tie blankets for pediatric pa-
tients to receive while in the care of Allina EMS out of Glencoe. The club officially
presented the tie blankets to Allina crew members during their January club meet-
ing Jan. 14.

Eleven Brownton senior
citizens met Monday, Feb. 11
at the Brownton Community
Center.

Winning at 500, Harriet
Bergs, first, and Gladys
Rickert, second; winning at
pinochle, Karen Schmeling,
first, and Leone Kujas sec-
ond; door prize winner was
Pat Markgraf. Harriet Bergs
served refreshments.

The next meeting will be
Feb. 18 at the Brownton
Community Center. 

11 Brownton
seniors met
Monday

Glencoe Jr. Pioneers 4-H Club tie blankets
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Sweetheart of a deal

By John Mueller
Editor

It’s been many years
since Gordon Krumrey
moved his model rail-

road layout from his brother’s
house in Hutchinson to his
cabinet shop in Glencoe.

The layout – a bone-shaped
multi-level design – is both a
hobby and a getaway from
the workday. Using kits to
create buildings and a train
trestle supporting a bridge, he
has logged untold hours over
the years on the layout. After
the day’s work is done, the
model trains are a welcomed
source of relaxation for the
craftsmen.

Krumrey’s fascination with
trains dates back to his child-
hood. He grew up on the fam-
ily farm near Buffalo Lake.
As an adult, the day’s work
and running a business al-
ways demanded the majority
of his workday and spare
time. It wasn’t until 1989
when Krumrey took the time
to figure out on his own he
needed 6 feet for an O-gage
engine to complete a circle.
The O-gage is 1-to-48 scale,
larger than the HO gage of
many tabletop train layouts.

“It went on from there,” he
said. “It fascinated me how
they can go ‘round a corner.”

He started building the
train layout in the layout of
his late brother Alan’s house
in Hutchinson. Krumrey sub-
scribed to a few train maga-
zines, publications fueling
ideas for expanding the lay-
out. The design grew and
grew. He added a layer to one

end of the design.
“I wanted to see what could

be done,” he said. “One thing
led to another.”

The layout includes about
600 feet of track. It has a 7-
foot-long tunnel at one end.
Krumrey made the entire lay-
out by hand, using kits and
his own craftsmanship. After
recognizing the kit wasn’t big
enough for the O-gage he
raised the tunnel by just over
1 inch to allow the O-gage
engine and cars to easily fit
through the tunnel.

“I like to work with my
hands. When I’m done, I feel
like I’ve gotten something
done,” he said.

His wife gave him a Santa
Fe engine in 1989. Krumrey
has a pair of engines – two of
the 25 engines in his collec-
tion – painted like the home-
town Glencoe-based Twin
Cities & Western Railroad.
Krumrey found a painter in
Chaska who could paint the
model engines to match the
life-size engines.

Today, Krumrey has be-
tween 75 and 80 cars. He cre-
ated a rail yard at the east end
of the layout. Krumrey
moved his layout over three
Sundays. The engines and the
cars they pull are controlled
wirelessly.

Want to see them work?
Krumrey enjoys showing off
his trains and the layout. The
building on East 10th Street
has been a cabinet shop for
decades yet most people have
no idea of the train layout in-
side.

He keeps the layout in a

room he built in his cabinet
shop’s work area. The room
is about 26 feet wide and 16
feet from front to back. It is
the primary limiting factor to
how big the layout grew over
the years, he said. The biggest
maintenance challenge to the
layout is dust from the cabi-
net shop. He installed a door

with rubber insulation at the
bottom to protect the track
from dust.

“I have to dust them maybe
once a month,” he said.

He did all the work on the
layout but takes no credit for
the electrical work. A local
electrician helped with all the
wiring.

Krumrey figures his collec-
tion is about 99 percent com-
plete. He still has some finish
work to do on the layout.
Mountains, a wheat field and
farmland are the remaining
elements of the work-in-
progress.

Any new engines or cars
will have to be something

that catches his eye while pe-
rusing a model train maga-
zine or a collectors’ Web site
page.

“Without eBay, I never
would have found them,” he
said.

Train set is cabinet maker’s getaway, hobby

Gordon Krumrey maintains his train layout in the back of his cabinet shop on East 10th Street in Glencoe. 

A Glencoe-Silver Lake bus slid into the
ditch on a snow-packed road on Tues-
day, February 12 while on its way to
pick up more kids. At the time the pic-

ture was taken, students were already
off the bus and continuing on the route.
The bus was on County Road 65, north
of New Auburn. 

Glencoe Silver Lake bus slips into ditch

By Karin Ramige
Publisher

Staffing changes in the po-
lice department and at the
Gavin, Donley and Ostlund
Law Firm have the city look-
ing at other options for police
and city attorney services.
The Silver Lake City Council
discussed its options at a
workshop held on Wednes-
day, Feb. 6.

The purpose of the work-
shop was to have further dis-
cussions of larger items from
the previous council meeting.
No formal action can be
taken at a workshop.

The resignation of full-time
police officer Kyle Jorgensen
in December led the city
council to look at the possi-
bility of contracting law en-
forcement services with the
McLeod County Sheriff’s Of-
fice.

The estimated cost for 80
hours per week of officer
coverage from the sheriff’s
office would be $230,685.12
in 2019, increasing each year
to an estimated $241,581.06
in 2021. The cost would not
include any legal fees and the
city would lose any revenue
or reimbursements it would
receive.

The police department has

$224,301 budgeted for 2019
before an estimated $39,700
in revenues. Attorney fees are
estimated at $25,000 in either
scenario.

The Silver Lake Police De-
partment currently is staffed
80 hours per week with one
officer always on-call.

City Attorney Amber Don-
ley of Gavin, Donley and
Ostlund announced she will
be leaving the firm at the end
of February. The city council
has had concerns of the rising
costs of legal fees over the
past years and took the op-
portunity to meet with
McLeod County Attorney
Mike Junge about the possi-
bility of contracting with the
McLeod County Attorney’s
office. 

The county attorney of-
fered to handle the prosecu-
tion of the city’s criminal
cases for $130 per hour with
an annual cap of $25,000 for
the first year and a likely in-
crease of 3 percent each year.
The county attorney would
not handle the prosecution of
ordinance violations or pro-
vide municipal attorney serv-
ices. The city would also lose
any oversight on prosecu-
tions.

Gavin, Donley and Ostlund

countered the offer with a
rate of $125 per hour with an
annual cap of $25,000. The
firm would hold the rate for
two years and renegotiate at
that time. The firm would
continue to handle general
municipal issues as well as
prosecution of any ordinance
violations. 

The city currently pays
$145 per hour with no annual
cap.

The council liked the idea
of staying with the firm and
intended to negotiate further.

The council is expected to
take formal action on both
items at its meeting on Feb.
19.

At the workshop, the coun-
cil also discussed budgeting
for projects in 2020 and be-
yond, the proposed apartment
complex on Main Street, how
to handle the issue of a sewer
backup that the city’s insur-
ance will not cover and future
ideas for the municipal liquor
store such as Sunday liquor
sales, staffing, inventory and
an update to the interior.

The council will hold its
next meeting on Tuesday,
Feb. 19 due to President’s
Day on Monday, Feb. 18.

Silver Lake looks to county 
for police/attorney services
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